Ms. Bateman December 2011 Grade 1/2 Newsletter

I can’t believe that it is December already!  Thank you for taking the time to meet with me regarding your child’s progress report.  If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please do not hesitate to contact me. Here are some highlights for December:

Grade 1 Social Studies project

A friendly reminder that the grade 1 social studies “All About Me” project is due on December 8. The project should involve:

· Pictorial timeline (scrapbook form)

· At least 4 events from your child’s life that are important to them (please include the date and place of the event) placed in chronological order in the scrapbook

· Completed “All About Me” and “My Favourite Things” sheets

· Your child should know his or her birthday, address and telephone number and should be able to talk about the events that are important to him/ her in his scrapbook.

Writing

Grade 1/2 students will be exploring Letter writing in December.  To engage students, we will write a letter to Santa Claus and I have arranged for them to be Pen Pals with another grade 1/2  class in the city. Students will learn the criteria for a friendly letter:

· heading (date)

· Greeting (Dear______,)

· Body (what you want to say in the letter, purpose for writing)

· Closing (Sincerely, From, Love)

· Signature (your name)

We will also use our letter writing to explore the writing trait of word choice and using the 5 senses for description in our writing.  Christmas is a perfect opportunity to provide your child with opportunities to write letters to loved ones.

Math

We will finish up data management in the coming weeks.  With the remaining time before Christmas break we will work on addition strategies.  Here are some of the BIG IDEAS we will explore in addition:

· In addition numbers can be added in any order (e.g. 43+21 can be 21+43)

We will explore that starting with the greatest number and counting on can be an easier addition strategy.  We call this strategy the “SWITCHEROO”.

· When you add 0 to a number the answer is the number you started with

· When you add 1 to a number the sum is the next counting number

· When you add 2 to a number e.g. 7 + 2 start with 7 and skip over 8 to get to 9.  Skip counting is faster than counting by ones.  We say “adding’s easy with a 2, skip a number than you’re through!”

· Make it 10! With certain equations, it is easier to make the number closest to 10 a 10.  E.g. 9 t 5 (Make the 9 a 10 and the 5 becomes a 4. Students then count 10 plus 4 more to get to 14.)

PLEASE NOTE! I will be introducing (reviewing for grade 2 students)  strategies one by one.  They take lots of time and practice for students to master!!!

Christmas Store Visit

Thanks to our parent volunteers we will be having our annual Christmas store.  Students will have the opportunity to purchase gifts for their family and friends.  Please send money in an envelope or ziplock bag with a list of people your child wants to buy for. I will let you know when our Christmas store time will be as soon as I am aware!

The Christmas holiday is a 2 week break but is it very important that your child continue to read daily over the holidays.  Reading Christmas cards and writing thank you notes for Christmas gifts are authentic ways to practice our emergent reading and writing skills. I encourage you to take your child to the Public Library over the holidays.  They have many great events and activities to take part in. Have a safe and happy Christmas!

